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366 NOTICES. 

THE DIVINE CRAFTSMAN AND OTHER SERMONS, by 
Thomas G. Selby. (Culley, London.) 3s. 6d. 

The author has here given us fourteen sermons which are 
evidently the result of much thought and experience. They do 
not present what is called easy reading, and require careful atten- 
tion, but they abound in suggestive teaching and contain many 
apt illustrations. The first four deal with various aspects of our 
Lord's Work, and the title of the volume is suggested by the first 
of these preached on the text: " Is not this the Carpenter ? " The 
question was an indirect testimony to His faultless character; 
they could not charge Him with any dishonest work. Of the rest 
those on "Catholic Reverence" (Acts x. 28; i. Peter ii. 17) and the 
" Care of the Weak " are especially good. The text of the latter 
(Heb. xii. 12, 13) indicates that the weak must be dealt with by 
personal succour and by improving the environment. Of the 
illustrations two must suffice as examples. " The human heart 
is like those valves in mechanics which close the more tightly 
with the application of external pressure. The soul must be un- 
locked from within." " We find not a few (in our Churches) who 
remind us of the pavement toy which will box stoutly or run for 
a few feet, but then tumbles into the gutter and needs to be 
wound up again." 

We do not know why Mr. Selby describes the Blessed Virgin 
as " an alien in Nazareth," for the Gospels seem to imply that 
she was a native of that place; and he is surely mistaken in 
speaking of Psalm cxlix. as " one of the Hallel group used in 
the simple liturgy of the Passover." We notice in one or two 
passages also that a certain animus against the Church of 
England unnecessarily shows itself. 

W. H. D. 

THE DUBLIN BOOK OF IRISH VERSE, by John Cooke. 
(Hodges, Figgis and Co.) 7s. 6d. net. 

This Anthology of Anglo-Irish verse has been edited with 
judicious care, and it is by far the most complete that has yet 
appeared. In its eight hundred pages the reader can study Eng- 
lish poetry as written by Irishmen during the last hundred and 
seventy years. If there is no poet among them of the highest 
class, it is remarkable that the standard is high. Fort if we 
accept Burns and Scott, who happened to be men of genius, we 
doubt if the other writers of Scottish verse have written so well 
as the Anglo-Irish during the same time. Of course, the wonder- 
ful Scotch ballads were written before the eighteenth century, 
when Anglo-Irish poetry begins. The Irishman, who is inter- 
ested in literature, can study this collection with great benefit, 
both from what is there, and from what is absent. Why were not 
the poets of The Nation great poets? What does Mangan 
lack ? We shall not be surprised if the answer is that all the poetry 
of "Young Ireland" is rhetoric, fervent rhetoric, not poetry. The 
reviewer's- preference is neither for the loud rhetoric of I848, 
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nor for the mysticism of the "neo-Celtic" school. It is happily 
plain that the editor is a man of common sense, and has himself 
lttle taste for symbolism and mysticism. There are certain 
poems written in our own time, by men and women of whom 
some are still living, which have deep pathos, and are affecting 
by their simplicity. At the head of these we put Mr. Rolleston's 
" Grave of Rury," a poem in which the splendid metre is well 
suited by the words. We like nothing in modern Irish poetry so 
well as- 

" Clear as air, the western waters 
Evermore their sweet unchanging song 

Murmur in their stony channels 
Round O'Conor's sepulchre in Cong." 

" Moira O'Neill " is not properly represented without that song 
of the Irish reaper in England, with its refrain of "Oh, Corrymeala, 
ahd the blue sky over it." Also we have noted in English 
magazines, during years past, sweeter songs by Mrs. Chesson 
than are here printed. The one poem, " Beg-Innish," by J. M. 
Synge, makes the reader regret that it is the only one given, for 
Anglo-Irish poetry is sadly lacking in gaiety. 

Many of the poems, especially Mangan's, contain strings of 
proper names, and it is obvious that the writers have not the 
Virgilian or Miltonic power of dealing with them. 

E. E. 

REVIEWS. 

THE STORY OF THE REVISION OF THE IRISH PRAYER 
BOOK. By Ven. William Sherlock, M.A., Archdeacon of 
Kildare. (Church of Ireland Printing and Publishing Co., 
Ltd.). is. 6d. 

This little book is a reprint of articles which originally appeared 
in the Irish Church Quarterly. Few men are now left in the Irish 
Church better qualified by experience and by ability to write the 
history of revision in the Irish Church than Archdeacon Sherlock. 
It is a history that should be preserved in some such form as the 
present in the archives of our Church; for soon all who took 
actual part in the work of revision will have passed from us. The 
whole Church, therefore, ought to feel grateful to Archdeacon 
Sherlock for the accuracy, impartiality, and skill with which he 
has acomplished the really difficult task set before him. His 
sketches of some of the leaders in the revision and anti-revision 
movements are life-like, and recall the past with a great deal of 
power and interest. May we venture to congratulate the Arch- 
deacon on having been spared to initiate in our own day the 
large measure of non-doctrinal revision which is at present engag- 
ing the best energies of our Church ? 

This content downloaded from 185.44.77.40 on Wed, 18 Jun 2014 15:43:51 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

	Article Contents
	p. 366
	p. 367

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Irish Church Quarterly, Vol. 3, No. 12 (Oct., 1910), pp. 273-368
	The World Missionary Conference and Some of Its Lessons [pp. 273-281]
	Thoughts on Religious Education [pp. 282-286]
	Sir Samuel Ferguson [pp. 287-300]
	A Moderate Reformer: Lefevre d'Etaples [pp. 301-311]
	The Atonement: A Reply [pp. 312-323]
	The Dublin University Mission to Fuh-Kien. II: The History of the D.U.F.M. Province [pp. 324-342]
	Discussion
	The Duplicated Narratives of the Gospels [pp. 343-345]

	Notices of Books
	Review: untitled [pp. 346-347]
	Review: untitled [pp. 348-349]
	Review: untitled [p. 349-349]
	Review: untitled [pp. 350-352]
	Review: untitled [pp. 352-353]
	Review: untitled [pp. 353-355]
	Review: untitled [pp. 356-357]
	Review: untitled [pp. 357-359]
	Review: untitled [pp. 359-360]
	Review: untitled [pp. 360-362]
	Review: untitled [pp. 362-363]
	Review: untitled [pp. 363-364]
	Review: untitled [pp. 364-365]
	Review: untitled [p. 365-365]
	Review: untitled [p. 366-366]
	Review: untitled [pp. 366-367]
	Review: untitled [p. 367-367]

	Magazines [p. 368-368]
	Books Received [p. 368-368]



